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O Lord, Thou dost tell us to hear Thy Word and to receive it 
into our hearts, that it may there grow and bring forth fruit. Grant, 
we beseech Thee, that our meditation to-day may be in accordance 
with Thy will, so that Thy Word may not return unto Thee void, 
but accomplish that which Thou pleasest, and prosper in the thing 
whereto Thou hast sent it. Hear us, O Lord, for Jesus, Thy beloved 
Son’s sake. Amen. 

In the 14th chapter of Luke our Savior says of the wise man 
who will build a tower that he will sit down first and count the cost 
whether he have sufficient to finish it, lest, haply, after he hath laid 
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin 
to mock him, saying, “This man began to build and was not able 
to finish.” Wisdom and common sense tell us that we should con- 
sider expenses before undertaking a matter. “So likewise,” says the 
Savior, “whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, 
he cannot be my disciple.” Consideration of what it means to be 
Christ’s disciple, of what it includes to be a follower of the Savior 
to the extent of the loss of all you have and all you are, should be 
made by him that will be a Christian. Who of us, on the point of 
something important and decisive, will not sit down and weigh the 
one side and then the other to ascertain the possible consequences 
accruing from the step? It is wisdom, and the wise man will 
not be driven to thoughtless words or actions. So, too, the believer 
is to ponder what it includes to be a child of God and the results 
which Jesus states, that we must be ready to forsake all we have, 
take up our cross, and come after Him. We are to hate, if need be, 
our father and mother, and wife and children, and brethren and 
sisters, yea, and our own life also, or we cannot be His disciples. 
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Christianity places obligations great and many upon him that as- 
sumes it, though they are a delight to the true believer. 

Such an obligation is cireumspection and watchfulness. We 
should be careful in our life. As wise men weigh what they do and 
say, so should the Christian. We are to be careful of what we think, 
of what we say, of what we do. When you buy a house, you duly 
consider the cost. Why should you not in the matter of religion 
consider what imports and bearing your acts and words may have? 
In their daily business, men are heedful of what they do. Why shall 
not the believer be so, knowing that God will bring all things into 
judgment on the last day? It is a good old truth: “Think before 
you speak,” and like to it, “Consider before you act.” Rashness 
always hurts itself, while the meditative gains the ascendency. The 
blessed apostle calls the Christian a fool that does not walk circum- 
spectly. It is the characteristic of ignorance and stupidity to plunge 
into something that you have no certainty of. You would not walk 
over a bridge — unless driven to it—that is pronounced dangerous. 
So we should be truly careful in our daily life. Many a one that is 
called a Christian walks not circumspectly and carefully. He is not 
tender-hearted, has not a tender conscience. Conscientiousness is 
wanting. He is indifferent towards others where fellow-feeling and 
compassion ought to move him. He is not strict enough. He is not 
given to his duty. He neglects to ask, What does God require of me 
in this undertaking? Cirecumspection, diligence, carefulness, pru- 
dence are wanting. To all such the epistle of the Twentieth Sunday 
after Trinity addresses itself. It teaches that 


ALL CHRISTIANS SHOULD WALK CIRCUMSPECTLY: 


1. In respect to the world; 
2. In respect to God; 
3. In respect to the brethren. 


1 

The Christian in his life comes variously in contact with the 
world. His work often necessitates him to deal with ungodly and 
unbelieving people. He is compelled to buy of and sell to such. In 
social life he is thrown into the company of unbelievers. Although 
intimacy between the unbeliever and the believer cannot exist with- 
out harm to one’s faith,— and this is forbidden, — yet, ofttimes, we 
are called upon to speak and have intercourse with unbelievers out- 
side of our work. The world may not know that you are a believer, 
or it may, but the Christian should know the difference between them 
and him as light and darkness, Christ and Satan, heaven and hell, 
and be careful, act and walk wisely. He is placed, according to the 
Scriptures, as an example, as a salt. How necessary, then, that he 
manifest himself as such! If the salt lose its savor, or have none 
at all, wherewith shall it be salted? The wicked then will not see 
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a striking difference between themselves and the Christian, and his 
example will be nothing. But where the believer walks circumspectly, 
there the salt of the earth truly does its work, there will his example 
prove a blessing to them that are without. 

A good Christian conduct and life over against the world is 
greatly needed in this present age. “See, then, that ye walk eircum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise,” is said also regarding the body 
of unbelievers, especially unto us. Peter says: “The time past of 
our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when 
we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revelings, banquet- 
ings, and abominable idolatries, wherein they think it strange that 
ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of 
you.” Here he tells us to refrain from the works of the heathen, 
who are given to excesses of all kind, gross uncleanness and idolatry. 
Our text says: “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess,” or 
dissoluteness, a certain unmanageableness. Our walk over against 
the world is to be free from all violations of God’s will from the 
first to the tenth commandment. It is a shame, and ought to be 
an impossibility for the believer, to commit idolatry, to curse and 
swear, to give vent to angry feelings, to get drunk, to surfeit, revel, 
carouse, or do other shameful things which the wicked do. Do you 
think this a compliment, dear Christian, if you hear the wicked say: 
“Ts he a Christian? Why, he spent a night in drinking and carous- 
ing!”? If you think that an honor, then know that it is not an honor, 
but a shame, a disgrace to the name that you bear! O walk not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, stand not in the way of sinners, and sit 
not in the seat of the scornful. 

It is an impossibility for the true believer to do the things that 
the wicked do, to cheat and defraud, to tell lies and slanders and 
defamations. It is written: “Be not partakers of the unfruitful 
works of darkness. Be not conformed to this world. Yea, walk 
eireumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.” It is by our walk as well 
as by our words that we should gain the worldlings for the truth. 
To the persecuted Christians the apostle wrote: “Dearly beloved, 
I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, having your conversation honest among 
the Gentiles, that whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation.” You are to win them by your circumspect, good 
conduct towards them. A bad conversation of a believer is a great 
offense and a contradiction of his tongue, while a good one is the 
means of gaining evildoers unto the truth. Hence walk circum- 
spectly among the unbelieving world! 

There is another motive stated at divers places of the Bible for 
a careful conduct in respect to the unbeliever. On account of care- 
lessness and indifference here the name of God is blasphemed among 
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the wicked. They mock it by taunts of this kind: “Is that a Chris- 
tian who does such things? Is that Christianity that tolerates such 
and the like?” Paul asks not in vain: “Art thou an instructor of 
the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge 
and of truth in the law? Thou which teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself? Thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou 
steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost 
thou commit adultery? Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege? Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking 
the law dishonorest thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you, as it is written.” Look at the 
harm done here by the careless, thoughtless Christian! God’s name 
is dishonored and His kingdom hindered from coming. Let us, then, 
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, live as becometh 
Christians. N 

As the wise and knowing we are to redeem the time, because the 
days are evil. A certain number of days and years are allotted to 
every one of us; they form the time of our usefulness as well as our 
activity. It is the Lord’s will that we work, and work hard, thereby 
making the best possible use of the few days given to us. The brevity 
of life should be a reason for devoting the hours, days, weeks, months, 
and years given us, to the service of the truth. Or do you think that 
these words are meaningless, “Redeem the time,” 7. e., get everything 
out of the time that you can, use it to do good, turn it to the good 
service of God, “because the days are evil”? We are living in an 
evil age, sin und unrighteousness stand at the helm of the world; 
there is more evil than good, hence there is room, plenty of room, 
to do good. Dear Christian, do put your time to account before the 
night descends from the hills and will make you mourn over many 
days spent in vain. Let us not be fools, but wise, and redeem the 
time, yea, crowd our hours and days with goodness, love, and obe- 
dience. O walk circumspectly! 


2 


The second truth of the text is the exhortation to walk as wise 
in respect to God and our service towards Him. “Wherefore be ye 
not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” It is 
necessary to know God’s will, in what and how we are to serve Him. 
He only can worship God who knows His will. Hence be not un- 
knowing, be not without the knowledge of the truth. Ignorance 
should not hold any sway over the believer. Good, sound knowledge 
of the Lord’s ways is ever inculeated by the Scriptures. Know His 
Word, know His love and tender-heartedness. Then you shall be fit 
to do laudable service, and walk, live, and act acceptably to Him. 
Knowledge is the first requisite to do this. Where it is lacking, 
there others also will be wanting. 
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We are to be truly careful and anxiously concerned about our 
worship of God. As all false worship is idolatry, provoking God to 
anger and arousing His jealousy, we learn how much depends upon 
the truth. We must serve Him in spirit and in truth. The text 
says, “Be filled with the Spirit.” May the fullness of the Spirit dwell 
in our hearts. He, the abiding Comforter, should fill us, and govern 
us in all things. He unfolds the Scriptures unto us. He brings us 
to the correct understanding. He moves us to the right service, and 
keeps us from walking unwisely and acting heedlessly against the 
Lord. “Be filled with the Spirit,” who dwells in the Word and is 
thereby given us, and your heart will be steeped in the foretaste of 
the happiness of heaven! Indeed, a blessed life! 

You will speak to yourself in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. Of 
a circumspect walk this is a great part: Speak to yourself and to 
your fellow-Christian in psalms and spiritual songs and hymns! 
Frequently does the Psalmist refer to this. He will praise God at 
midnight and during the watches of the night. Paul and Silas at 
midnight, with the chains of imprisonment upon them, were singing 
and glorifying God. And the common experience of the Christian 
is that he will repeat to himself psalms of comfort or faith, or songs 
and hymns that express his feelings, at day and night. It is stated 
of a devout Christian ruler that before falling asleep at night he 
would think of some passage of Scripture; he would go to sleep with 
it on his mind, and the next morning the first thought would be 
that passage —in God’s Law did he meditate day and night. Is this 
your experience? O speak to yourself in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord! 

This is to be done in the heart, with the spirit, but this does not 
forbid singing in the church; and true service unto God will also 
be seen here by singing. It is the duty of every one to sing, and to 
sing with fervor. Not having a voice to sing is no excuse. God has 
not respect to rules of art in this, but He looks to the heart. A dis- 
cordant voice with a truthful spirit is more acceptable to the Heav- 
enly Father than the most melodious and artistic voice without 
sincerity. Hence when we come together, let us all praise God in 
song. It is part of the worship that belongs to Him. 

Thanks belong to His service. “Giving thanks always for all 
things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” For the many gifts we have received of God we owe Him 
thanks. All spiritual gifts and all temporal gifts come from Him. 
He has given us life and body; He provides them; He has given us 
a Savior; He has applied His salvation to our hearts. Wherever 
we look and whatsoever we have, comes from His bounty. Where 
is our gratitude? Ah, if we look at the mountains of gifts that have 
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been bestowed upon us, we find ourselves daily indebted to His love. 
Where, friend, is thy gratitude for good health, for sleep, for food, 
for raiment, for forgiveness of sin, for the promise of eternal life? 
Do we thank God as we ought? No, however thankful we are! Take 
this lesson home with you, it is but a part of the worship a Christian 
owes God: “Give thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!” Walk, not as fools, 
but as wise! 
By. 

Finally we are to walk circumspectly in respect to the brethren. 
We are brethren in the faith, possessing one and the same Savior, 
having one and the same hope of eternal life, being members of the 
same body. We are told in the text to “submit ourselves one to an- 
other in the fear of God.” A great rule and a great principle. 
Christian, if you will be wise and walk circumspectly, you will sub- 
mit yourself to your brother, 7. e., place him before yourself, as Jesus 
illustrates it in the case of the feast at table. Here he noticed that 
the proud Pharisees sought out the most respected places, and He told 
them that true humility consists in taking your place at the lowest 
end of the table, not in choosing the best, but, giving that to others, 
take for thyself the worst; and he that exalteth himself shall be 
abased, while he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. This rule, 
“Submit yourselves one to another in the fear of God,” is one of 
the greatest in the code! It is crushing to everything proud and 
lofty, it abases. Still, what is easier than true submission in the 
fear of God! 

Not in pride, not in arrogance and haughtiness is the beauty of 
character as well as Christianity seen, but in lowliness and humility, 
in submission. This cannot be praised too highly, for the very con- 
trary of what the natural heart speaks of is here commanded. Jesus 
ealling His disciples says: “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise author- 
ity upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever 
will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your servant.” That is sub- 
mission. “Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” May it 
be said, beloved, that you always show your faith in submitting to 
the brother! Be a servant, and you are a lord! 

In conclusion, I point to the Savior as an example of true and 
grand submission. He was the Son of God, equal in all things with 
the Father, co-eternal and co-majestic, yet in His walk upon earth 
no one could show one particle of pride. He came to minister, to 
serve. Can a Christian do anything better? O “let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made Himself of 
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no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” What an example of humility! Follow it by 
submitting yourselves one to another, for then you will walk eireum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise’ The Lord bless you in the work for 
His Son’s sake! Amen. F. W. Apams, contr. by O. K. 


—u— Or m 


Sermon from the Epistle for the Twenty-third 
Sunday after Trinity. 
Prim. 8, U T21. 


This earth at one time contained within its borders the paradise, 
where sinless men lived and walked in the way of righteousness, and 
received visits and communications from God. Lovely Eden in the 
beauty of its holiness foreshadowed the happy estate of the heavenly 
spirits, the bliss of the future life; in fact, Eden was a small earthly 
heaven. 

Then came that terrible catastrophe which brought the Almighty 
once more from heaven to visit the fair spot, where He had tarried 
with delight so many times before, but which He had now come to 
make the scene of His just anger. It was amid Eden’s scented bowers 
that the first curse was heard, which filled the heart of man with 
dismay, and covered the earth with thorns and thistles. And when 
afterwards the first sinners were dismissed with the comfort of God’s 
absolution and the promise of a Redeemer, their sin had neverthe- 
less resulted in the closing of their blissful home. Eden was lost, 
and where once reigned the purest delight, there is now rampant the 
most painful misery. Where there was at one time the vestibule of 
heaven, there is now set up an anteroom of hell. 

However, divine grace has immediately after the fall begun to 
reclaim this earth. A paradise is being established again on earth, 
on a far smaller scale, ’t is true, than the original one, but still a 
spot where men lead lives essentially different from those round about 
them, and where they enter into communion with God in a manner 
which is impossible elsewhere. To dreaming Jacob the mercy of 
God could clothe a wild heath with such beauty, and fill the howling 
wilderness with such voices from heaven, that on awaking he ex- 
claimed: “This is none other than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven.” And what does St. Paul say of the members of the 
Christian Church? He calls them “fellow-citizens with the saints 
and of the household of God.” And hence, the writer to the Hebrews 
can address the Christian church members of his day as follows: “Ye 
are come unto Mount Zion... that of Abel,” Hebr. 12, 22 ff. So 
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intimate is the intercourse which true believers in this life already 
maintain with the world of bliss beyond, and so great and glorious 
their prerogatives, that the Church can with truth be called the be- 
ginning of heaven on earth.—On the other hand, where unbelief 
holds sway, there is the foretaste of, hell. 

It is chiefly by observing the lives of men that we become aware 
of the fact, that eternity casts its shadows before, and that we are 
witnessing here on this earth things which belong either to the king- 
dom of terror, or to the realm of happiness beyond. Our Epistle 
lesson gives me occasion to speak to you to-day, with the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, upon this thought, that 


HELL AND HEAVEN ARE BEING FORESHADOWED IN THE 
LIVES OF MEN; 
1. Hell is being thus foreshadowed; 
2. Heaven is being thus foreshadowed. 


ak, 

Two classes of persons are sketched by the apostle in this lesson. 
Of the first he speaks as follows: “Many walk .. . earthly things.” 
We here meet for the first time with the striking expression: “the 
enemies of the cross of Christ.” This name deserves study. Who, 
do you think, is the first enemy of the cross of Christ? When Eden’s 
gate was about to be closed, God spoke to the serpent: “I will put 
enmity,” ete., Gen. 3, 15. The serpent and its seed is the devil with 
his following. These stand arrayed against Christ, the Woman’s 
Seed. The object of the Savior’s work on earth was to regain for 
man his lost paradise, and to that end He suffered the painful death 
of the cross. This cross is a monument of the victory of God’s mercy 
over the devil’s malice, but it is also to the devil a sign of offense. 
He hates the cross, which speaks of the canceling of man’s guilt, 
and of the abrogation of all punishment to the believer. He hates 
it, moreover, also for this reason, because the cross of Christ con- 
stantly acts as a solemn warning against sin. Those, then, who are 
enemies of the cross of Christ are men who will not have their sins 
revealed to them, nor quit their sinful practices. Given over wholly 
to the cares and the pleasures of this life, they elevate the corrupt- 
ible things of this earth to objects of their affection. They exhibit 
every sensual appetite in strong forms, and satisfy it. The craving 
of a surfeited stomach, a degenerated taste and carnal desire, not 
the dictates of an enlightened conscience, or the tender feelings of a 
religious soul, prompt them to their actions and decide them in favor 
of a certain course. As to moral feeling, one might even say that 
they are void of it, for “they glory in their shame;” they speak of 
shameful things when they meet, they build houses for the enact- . 
ment of shameful things, they advertise their shame, and extol their 
doings as highly praiseworthy. The thought of a future life seldom 
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comes to them, and when it arises, or is forced upon them, they dis- 
miss it with every sign of dislike; they are utterly loath to think of 
such things as eternity, death, the judgment; and accordingly, they 
flee such places as churches and houses for Christian worship; their 
mind is upon earthly things. So painful has the reflection upon the 
fate of these people been to the apostle that it is only with tears that 
he can speak of them; for “their end is destruction,” he tells us. 
Here, then, we can perceive how the lives of some men foreshadow 
the miserable ruin to which they are tending. 

This thought found expression also in the words in the Savior’s 
Sermon on the Mount, when He said: “Wide is the gate,” ete., 
Matt. 7, 13. He spoke as if pointing out to His listeners actual cases, 
in which one could observe that the conduct of persons shows plainly 
enough whether they are with the multitude traveling the broad 
downward path, and whether, as they advance in years, they are 
approaching the terrible gulf of despair. 

Now, it is chiefly the present condition of these people to which 
our text invites attention. They are like brands that are just being 
kindled for the burning; their deeds are blossoms and buds revealing 
the coming fruit. They are not themselves conscious of their awful 
condition; they are enjoying a grim kind of happiness; they revel 
in a fierce sort of delight; they can give to their wickedness an 
attractive outward appearance; they can even so successfully dis- 
guise the Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin, which the finger of God is 
writing on their brow, that you would, in not a few instances, con- 
sider them happy men; for even the devil is able to be transformed 
into an angel of light. If there were not a possibility of Christians’ 
mistaking these people for something which they are not, the holy 
apostle would not so earnestly have warned Christians in the lesson 
before us against following after them. 

But suppose we were enabled to take a panoramic view of every 
gross and fine form of wickedness in which the world is rioting; 
suppose the veil were withdrawn that hides the seat and origin of 
the fierce passions which are raging in men’s lives, and you were 
permitted from some commanding height with the telescope of the 
divine Law to look out upon this mass of humanity below you, to see 
them murdering here, carousing yonder; cheating and lying over 
in this corner, wallowing in unspeakable debauches in that; enticing 
here with diabolical shrewdness a young victim into the meshes of 
sin, and singing a psalm over yonder upon a fraud that has just 
been perpetrated; to behold here one rising with a mighty ambition 
that recoils from no attempt to achieve its selfish ends, and ruth- 
lessly crushes everything which dares to interpose itself between it 
and the object of its restless striving, and yonder a greedy miser 
leechlike fastening himself upon a fellowman, from whom he sucks 
the lifeblood by his usury; suppose you were in this manner to wit- 
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ness for one hour the hideous movements of every sin in human 
hearts, until your eyes should feel sore and your brain become fever- 
ish with the exciting vision, and then have some one startle you 
with the question: “What was it that you have seen?’ you will at 
least be tempted to say, “It was a hell here on earth that I saw.” 

The wickedness of the papal city of Rome at one time was so 
great that it was a common saying in Italy: “If there is a hell, 
Rome must have been built upon it.” The lives of certain men are 
so utterly loathsome and detestable that even now we hear it said 
of them that they are making their houses hells to themselves and 
to their friends. Yes, where sin is the ruling principle, there is the 
beginning of hell. Sin is the beginning, destruction the end. Sin 
is the early morning of the day of everlasting despair, and the hour 
of impenitent death ushers in that woeful night of never-ending 
misery in the pool of damnation, which had cast its sable shadows 
forward into the person’s life. 

May God grant to all who have turned enemies of the cross 
grace to break loose from the hellish delusions that holds them spell- 
bound; for there is yet room for repentance, the hand of mercy is 
still plucking brands, as it were, from the burning. 


2. 

We shall now turn to the brighter side in our lesson. “Our 
conversation,’ —so the apostle continues, speaking, however, in the 
following words of believing Christians, — “is in heaven; from 
whence ... all things unto Himself.” Is not this remarkable lan- 
guage? Here we have a person confined in prison and awaiting 
sentence of death because of his religion, poor, so that even a scroll 
of parchment and a vial of ink, together with an old cloak, are re- 
garded precious enough to be written for, and this person, still on 
earth, tells us that he lives in heaven. And this claim he advances 
not with regard to himself alone, but also with regard to such as 
he is, for he writes in the plural number to the Christians at Philippi. 
Not that this man has lost all feeling for the miseries of the present 
life; for he speaks of his vile body, and expresses the hope that it 
will undergo a wonderful change; but the feeling of this life’s woes 
is overcome by a greater feeling of joy and happiness. f 

The motto which Dr. Luther had chosen for himself ran thus: 
“The Christian’s heart treads on roses, even though it should happen 
to stand beneath the eross.” Luther evidently obtained this motto 
from St. Paul, who to the Corinthians describes the state of a be- 
liever in a series of paradoxes, when he speaks of them: “As un- 
known, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as 
chastened and not killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things.” Yea, the whole idea really originated with that saying of 
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our Lord in the temple at Jerusalem: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” The Chris- 
tian, then, while being exposed, like all other men, to the ills of life, 
appears to enjoy immunity from the peculiar sorrows which are 
visited upon the ungodly. His misfortunes are blessings in disguise; 
every cloud of disappointment has to him a silver lining; every 
sacrifice proves a gain instead of a loss. While his body lies racked 
with excruciating pains, his soul hears the seraphs’ songs; with tear- 
stained eyes his believing soul is looking with Stephen into an open 
heaven; with a few crumbs in his hand he sits down as to a banquet, 
because Christ and a crust are to him riches. Whatever outward 
changes he may be made to undergo in his life, there is through all 
them a secret, concealed joy, an undercurrent of gladness, which 
like the Gulf Stream flows on undisturbed, though the sea round 
about it is heaving with mighty tempests. Taking a full view of 
a Christian’s entire life, one cannot but agree with Dr. Luther, who 
claims: “We Christians are for the greater part of our present life 
living in heaven already.” 

The Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of Christians in the following 
remarkable manner: “They have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good 
Word of God, and the powers of the world to come.” And Paul 
makes the present and the future life of believers one continued 
existence, when he says: “Godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come.” When a person by repentance and faith obtains admission 
into the Church, he is made a member of God’s lower family, the 
upper family being the spirits of just men made perfect. He is 
henceforth a fellow-citizen with the saints in shame and the saints 
in glory. It is all one family, and they are all enjoying essentially 
the same life with the same pleasures. What differences there are, 
are merely external. The power of Christ extends to all things; 
neither tribulation nor distress, neither persecution nor famine, 
neither nakedness nor peril, nor sword; neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, is able to 
separate the believers from the source of their spiritual joy and 
peace, and to remove them from the fundament of their hope, Jesus 
Christ, and His atoning cross. 

And now, could we mount to some eminence whence we could 
overlook the Church, and could the veil of the flesh be for a moment 
withdrawn from the millions of Christian hearts round about us, 
and we could behold the inner joy, and peace, and happiness, which 
fills these hearts, and makes sunshine in the midst of the deepest 
darkness, waters the barren desert with rivers of gladness, and decks 
the thistle-grown wilds of sin with flowers and fruits of righteous- 
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ness, like a garden of God,— we should unhesitatingly pronounce 
the picture a sight of a small heaven. The morning dawn of eternity 
gilds even now the humblest works of a believer with an unearthly 
glory, dimly revealing, as in the twilight, the greater glory which 
shall be manifested upon him in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

May ours be the happy lot of servants of the cross who have 
waited for the coming of their masters! May this church year, 
in which the present Sunday is the last, have aided every one who 
has worshiped with us in the knowledge that maketh wise unto sal- 
vation! May the foretaste which by faith we have of the bliss here- 
after have been rendered more intense, and the bitterness of woe 
become less through the Gospel of Life! May God grant unto us 
all a happy end! Amen. 


——— 8 > 


Dedication of Church and School. 
Ps. 132, 14. 


The thought of rest is sweet to a laborer, and the promise of rest 
cheers him while he bends to his task. It is a happy ‘sight when on 
Saturday evening at the blow of the whistle there issue from our 
factories the busy hands which have been deftly plied in various 
crafts, and the crowds wend their way homeward to enjoy one day 
in the week’s round of labor, on which each man may be completely 
at his ease, and may in heartfelt contentment enjoy twenty-four hours 
of undisturbed repose, provided he does not spoil his brief release 
from duty by his own recklessness and wantonness. Yes, rest is a 
precious boon to man in this weary, workaday life, and he should 
deserve to be called the worst felon who engages to deprive people 
of their well-earned and much-needed rest. 

This day marks for the pastor and people of Church the 
beginning of a period of rest. Much hard work has been accom- 
plished in the past months by every active member of this church. 
It has been a busy and exacting time, particularly for those members 
who were charged with the management of this undertaking. The 
task has been accomplished; God has added to human labor His 
all-important blessing. He has created in this Lutheran flock will- 
ing hearts and hands to do what seemed necessary for the congre- 
gation’s welfare. And now is come the blessed Saturday evening. 
Now comes rest for the pastor and his assistants, for the building 
committee, for those charged with special duties, for every one who 
has had a share in this good and noble work. These particular duties 
which have engaged you recently, and which perhaps have at times 
proved vexing, are now ended. What anxiety and worry there may 
have been is, and ought to be, over now. You have entered this 
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beautiful church to-day for no other purpose than to enjoy rest. 
God grant you, brethren, that you may understand how to enjoy it! 

For, while everybody loves rest, praises rest, seeks rest, few 
really find rest, few really know rest even when they see it, few take 
rest when it is offered them, few make a proper use of rest when they 
have rest. ‘ 

Will you permit me, then, under God’s grace, to say a few words 
to you on this subject: 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST—THE HOUSE OF REST. 


1. It is the house where Jesus rests; 
2. It ws the house where Jesus gives rest. 


1. 

Our psalm is a dedication hymn. It was sung three thousand 
years ago at Jerusalem when the Israelites under Solomon consecrated 
their wonderful temple to God’s service. But the leading thoughts 
of this psalm are still older by another thousand years. You know 
that the children of Israel at first had no church-building, but only 
a church-tent. This tent had been set up at Mount Sinai soon after 
God had given them the Ten Commandments. It was carried along 
on their forty years’ journey through the desert, being taken down 
and set up again, according as the people marched or halted. What 
we would call the altar the Israelites called the ark. Whenever Israel 
began to march, the ark set forward first, and Moses would say: 
“Rise up, Lord, and let Thine enemies be scattered; and let them 
that hate Thee flee before Thee!” And when it rested, he said: “Re- 
turn, O Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel!” That was in- 
viting God to rest with, to take His rest in the midst of, His people. 
When Israel had come to Canaan, the ark and the tent’ were set up 
at various places, until David resolved to build a church. He tells 
about it in these words: “I had in mine heart to build an house of 
rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord.” But God would not 
let him. The church David had intended was built by his son. And 
when it was dedicated, Solomon prayed as Moses had done: “Arise, 
O Lord, into Thy resting-place, Thou and the ark of Thy strength.” 
“T have surely built Thee an house to dwell in, a settled place to abide 
in forever.” This shows that our forefathers in the Old Testament 
regarded their church as a house of rest, and that, of the rest of God. 

I stated before that in the Church Jesus rests. Of course, that 
follows; for Jesus is God. But He also has stated as much when 
He said to His disciples: “Where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Jesus is present 
where people come together in His name, i. e., according to His will 
and command. And where He comes, He comes to rest. Why? 

Because Jesus has finished His work. He came on earth to do 
work that no one else could do. It was not His but our work that 
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He came to do. We had been created to be servants of God. Our 
life on earth was to have been spent in doing nothing but what God 
has told us to do in His holy commandments. But our first parents 
already willfully slighted this work, refused to do this work, and 
all their children have walked in their footsteps. The good Book 
says: “There is not a man upon earth that doeth good, and sinneth 
not.” Now, no earthly lawgiver sets up an ordinance only to see it 
disregarded; no parent issues an order to a child and looks on un- 
concerned when the child turns truant. Laws must be enforced, or 
else they are worthless shams. Should God, then, be less righteous 
than an earthly judge? No, He too must demand that His just and 
good laws must be complied with. More than this, God must punish, 
as He has threatened to do, everyone who transgresses His Law. 
If He would not do this, people would doubt His truthfulness and 
seriousness in other things. Now, here is where a great trouble 
would begin, if Jesus had not come. For no human being can do 
what God demands nor bear God’s punishment, and live. There is 
no strength in man to fulfill God’s Law as He wants it fulfilled, and 
the punishment for non-fulfillment means death here and hell here- 
after. Jesus, however, has stepped into our place, to do what we 
failed to do, and to suffer what we could not suffer. That was His 
work. Every minute of His life was given to the completion of this 
task. He had completed it when on Good Friday He inclined His 
weary head on the cross and died, saying: “It is finished.” After 
that His rest has begun. First came the brief rest in the grave, but 
after three days He rose to rest in the sweet communion of His dis- 
ciples. No more traveling up and down the country for Him, no 
more strife and malice for Him from His enemies, no more tempting 
and affliction! Forty days He remained with the disciples, and when 
He ascended to heaven, He had promised them, as we heard before, 
that He would nevertheless be with them, no matter how small their 
company would be. 

Here, now, a company of followers of Jesus have agreed to 
build a house where Jesus’ Word shall be preached, all that Jesus 
has spoken and done for the salvation of sinners, where prayers shall 
be addressed to Jesus, hymns sung to His exalted name. Such a 
place the Lord desires. Where such things are done, the Lord de- 
clares: “This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell; for I have de- 
sired it.” That does not mean, indeed, that Jesus is shut up in this 
building, or that He dwells in it in the same way as you and I dwell 
in our homes. Jesus is not only God, and as such, a Spirit that 
cannot be confined in space, but He is now, also according to His 
human nature, in a glorified state, ascended far above the heaven 
of heavens and filling all things. And in this sense Scripture de- 
clares: “God that made the world and all things therein dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands, neither is worshiped with men’s 
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hands.” Jesus does not dwell in these buildings like a pagan idol 
in its temple. But He nevertheless dwells here in a manner such 
as becomes God, who can be everywhere at His pleasure. He dwells 
here, because His Word is preached in this building, His Baptism 
and His Communion are administered here, and His saving work 
is shown here to sinners. 

For this reason Jesus loves to come to this house as often as its 
doors are thrown open and the bells begin to peal, summoning people 
to worship. He comes to no other house, but only where these things 
are done. The ungodly, the scoffers, the worldly-minded grieve Him 
with their doings; He abhors them, and can never be at rest among 
them. But here is His rest, where He sits down like at the home 
of Mary at Bethany, with many willing listeners at His feet, and 
explains to them from the Scriptures through His ministers what 
great things He has achieved, how He has made peace between God 
and this sinful mankind by the blood of His cross, and that all strife 
is now ended. Of this rest the prophet has said: “His rest shall 
be glorious!” It is to the undying honor of our blessed Redeemer 
that His Word and work shall be proclaimed in this house. That 
is the glory of this house, not the fact that it was built, but the 
use to which it shall be put. If Jesus’ Word were not preached here, 
you might cover its walls with gold and stud its fixtures with pearls 
and jewels, and still He would not dwell here, for He could not rest 
and speak of His rest here. But now His Word is to be the chief 
attraction of this house, it becomes a cradle, a manger for Him, 
where He rests whom this wicked, wanton world still casts out, as 
it did two thousand years ago. 


/ 2. 

I stated before that in all His work on earth Jesus was our 
substitute. His work was our work, and when His work was finished, 
our work was finished. You will say: If that is so, then Jesus’ rest 
is our rest. So it is; and all I wish to say is: See that you get this 
rest, see that you have and keep it. How can you get it, and always 
get more when you need it? From Jesus. He gives His rest away 
to you, and He gives it without charge. Where? Here, in this very 
place. When He still walked on earth, He cried to the multitudes: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” Now, imagine He is standing here, in front of your 
church, as the people are passing on a Sunday morning, here at this 
baptismal font when they bring the infant to be sprinkled with the 
water of life, here at this altar as the communicants approach, here 
in this pulpit while the sermon is being preached,— and always 
saying these words: Come, I give you rest! You are imagining no 
vain thing; for this is true, and this has really been your chief and 
foremost reason why you built this church,— you wanted a place 
where you could obtain genuine rest. You did not say that in so 
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many words when you voted to build, but that was the unexpressed 
reason. ; 

Tell me, why are people so restless? You know Scripture says: 
“The wicked have not rest.” Sin makes fearful unrest. It troubles 
the conscience; it vexes men at their labor; it spoils good fellowship; 
it robs us of sleep; it turns men against each other; it makes man 
hate himself, hate everything good and true, hate God, hate heaven. 
It is universal. It is with us and in us all the time, and we know, 
we feel, we see how it is destroying this world and the men that live 
in it. To find rest from this evil, that would be a priceless boon. 
What is all physical rest for the body on an idle day worth, what 
is the luxurious rest of wealthy people worth, what is the proud rest 
of a great ruler or of a learned man behind his books in his snug 
study worth, —if they must go without rest of soul and conscience, 
the little worm gnawing at their heart, and finally pass out of this 
hurly-burly world with terrible forebodings that they are going from 
bad to worse? Now this rest of the soul Jesus has gained for us, 
and where He is given a place to tell people of this rest, there He 
comes and gives it to all who will come and take it. He asks nothing 
for it. You are simply to take Him at His word as you hear it read 
and preached in this house. hat Word means just what it says. 
That is Jesus’ Word. Believe it and you have all that is ex- 
pressed by it. 

If you obtain the rest of Jesus, the rest of His Gospel, the rest 
of faith, you will be a truly happy person, and you will say: “Being 
justified by faith, I have peace with God.” I have a kind Father in 
heaven, who knows and cares for me in all my wants and troubles. 
I have Jesus for my friend, who is at the right hand of God and 
speaks for me whenever I still go wrong. I have the Holy Spirit 
in my heart, who is busy keeping me from sinning and making me 
a true child of God, godfearing and charitable. Your life will be- 
come bright to you and to others. And when all this takes place in 
you, do you know what will have happened? This, another church will 
have been built, not of stone, wood, and mortar, an invisible church, 
built of faith, love, and hope, and that church will be in your own 
heart, and also to that church Jesus will come and say: “This is my 
rest forever; here will I dwell; for I have desired it.” That will 
be the great, unspeakable benefit which you will have received from 
this building which you helped to erect. 

Hold this house dear, brethren! Say to yourselves: In all —— 
there is not a house as necessary for me and for my wife and children 
as my church, my dear old Lutheran church, where I can hear Jesus’ 
words, where my doubts are taken away, my cares lifted, my sorrows 
soothed, my perplexities solved, where I rest in the arms of my God 
and Redeemer, where I am shown how to live and die a Christian, 
and go where they rest from their labors who have faithfully served 
Christ here. Work for your church and with your church, that its 
rest may never be taken from you through your neglect! God-speed 
to your endeavors! Christ guard and guide all who make their soul’s 
home and resting place at this altar. Amen. 


